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ITEMS OF HISTORY OP YORK, PENNA, DURING 
THE REVOLUTION. 

[The following items are selected from the diaries of the Moravian 
congregation at York, Rev. George Neisser, pastor (brother of Augustine 
Neisser, the clockmaker of Chestnut Hill and Germantown, Philadel- 
phia). Unfortunately the diaries for 1776, '77, '79 are missing.] 

May 31, 1775. 

"Up to the present time this place has been com- 
paratively quiet, with this exception, that three com- 
panies have been formed, and are actively engaged in 
drilling, so as to become accustomed to the use of arms. 

"To-day there was an excitement. In spite of all 
warning a German gave vent to his feelings in insult- 
ing Congress and its measures for instituting defensive 
warfare. In accordance with the usual mode of punish- 
ing such delinquents, he was seized, and tarred and 
feathered, for his insulting speech." 

July 31, 1775. 

"With the people in general we have thus far been 
at peace. However, urgent requests are sent to our 
people to attend the drilling in the use of arms. Most 
of our brethren in town have, however, arrived at that 
age in which they can no longer be compelled to attend 
drills. A few of the young men have yielded, and one 
of them, Benjamin Rothrock, son of Philip Eothrock, 
in spite of the remonstrances of both his father and 
brothers, went off during the night with a company of 
Virginia troops, which marched through this place." 

August 18, 1775. 
"Considering that this is a time of war, circum- 
stances prove quite favorable. A few of our number 



310 Revolutionary Items of History of York, Penna. 

have consented to take part in the military drills; if 
only more will not be required of them. Several of 
our young men, in spite of remonstrances, enlisted as 
Minute Men, viz: Simon Schneider, son of Henry 
Schneider, who is apprenticed to Heckedorn; and one 
of Mr. Hoff's sons, who is apprenticed to William 
Lanius." 

September 12, 1775. 
"We have enjoyed rest during these troublesome 
times, yielding ourselves to the gracious care and pro- 
tection of our loving Father. In October a new Com- 
mittee will be appointed, and it is said that only men 
who are orthodox as regards military affairs will be 
selected. Heckedorn has been nominated for the posi- 
tion of County Assessor." 

January 15, 1776. 

"Notwithstanding the approaching troubles and dan- 
gers, and the expectation of things to come, we are 
at peace with all our fellow beings. Now it is reported, 
that drilling in military tactics will be carried on more 
thoroughly than ever before. We are glad that, accord- 
ing to the decrees of Congress and the Provincial 
Board, none of our people are to be compelled to do 
anything contrary to heart, conscience and opinions. 
But the taxes levied will become quite burdensome, con- 
sidering the present state of our finances and the poor 
condition of business of every kind." 

July 17, 1776. 

"Yorktown seems quite deserted on account of the 
departure of all men under fifty years of age. Our 
young men had to leave for the army in Jersey. 
Christian Heckedorn and Williams Lanius, have after 
a great deal of trouble, succeeded in preventing them- 
selves from being taken along, on account of their sick- 
ness. Jacob Eothrock has also escaped being drafted. 
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But Ernst Schlosser, the three sons of Rothrock, Brink- 
man, John Seifer's eldest son, John Hoenrison, and, in 
short the most of the others who are under fifty years 
of age, will have to march off in the next few days. 
Thus only the old brethren and the sisters will be left. 
Several of our people, because the town has been so 
emptied, have in addition to several other persons, been 
elected as members of the Committee ad interim, with 
a guard given them day and night, in order to maintain 
peace and order, and give security against the plots 
of the Tories. All business and every occupation are 
prostrate, all shops are closed. How many prayers and 
tears will now be brought before the Lord, by parents, 
for their children, by children for their parents, by 
wives for their husbands!" 

September 4, 1776. 
"Our town has not remained exempt from the pre- 
vailing unrest of the land. None of our Communicant 
Brethren have been compelled to enter the war, and 
those who were married and had gone to Jersey, have 
again returned in the first part of the week to their 
respective homes. The young single men of our So- 
ciety, of whom there are about ten absent, have been 
drawn into the Flying Camp." 

1775. 

June 5. To-day prayers were publicly offered up in 
behalf of the American Colonies. 

July 1. This afternoon a company of 100 men, of 
this town left for the American army in New England, 
with the ringing of bells, after a sermon had been 
preached to them by the Presbyterian minister on the 
text I Samuel 10.12v., in which they were exhorted to 
keep God before their eyes during their expedition, and 
then they could be assured of His protection and guid- 
ance ; otherwise this would not be the case. 
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July 19. A company of Virginia troops arrived here, 
on their march to join the American army. We viewed 
them with pity, and were especially affected by the 
sight of the motto "Liberty or death," which their 
commander bore on his breast. 

July 20. By special order of Congress this was a 
Fast and day of Prayer, and our services were numer- 
ously attended. The Virginia company left town today 
for the army. 

August 3. The last company of Virginia troops 
marched through the town for the American camp. 
They were commanded by Capt. Erisson. 

August 10. To-day the town was quite noisy, owing 
to the assembling of the militia companies from the 
various townships. 

September 1. We were impelled to bring before the 
throne of God in prayer, in our service, the lamentable 
condition of our brethren at New York and New Port 
in addition to the critical condition of the Colonies. 

October 1. In the congregation service, we gave the 
brethren some advice as to how they should conduct 
themselves in these critical times, for tomorrow an 
election is to be held. 

1778. 

January 19. This afternoon Gen. Horatio Gates, 
who has been appointed President of the Council of 
War, arrived in town and was received with demon- 
strations of joy. 

January 20. I visited Ernst Schlosser, who is re- 
covering from his sickness ; also John Fishel, senr. who 
is sickly owing to his old age, and found both much 
incommoded by soldiers quartered on them. 

January 30. John Hoenrisen arrived in good health 
after serving with the militia in Philadelphia and 
Chester Counties. He left here December 15th last. 
Gen. Lafayette arrived from Lancaster. 
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February 12. The houses of Heller and John 
Fisholz are used for hospital purposes. 

February 18. Balls have now begun to be in this 
town, which has called forth the remonstrances of the 
clergy and inhabitants. They are frequented by officers 
of the army and even members of Congress, besides 
many improper persons. 

March 19. Throughout the entire night the soldiers 
kept a strict guard, because a plot on the part of the 
Tories and Howe's light cavalry to capture members 
of Congress, had been discovered. One man who was 
acquainted with the details and is suspected of being 
in the plot was arrested. 

March 20. I wrote, after I had consulted the French 
Secretary, as to the whereabouts of Gen. de Fermoy, 
to Oberlin at Bethlehem and gave my letters into the 
care of Joseph Dean, who has finished his business 
with the Board of War. 

March 21. At Beroth's house a number of soldiers 
are quartered. 

March 23. I was visited by the French Col. Armand 
who offered to deliver letters for me in Bethlehem. 

March 25. Towards evening, while I was absent, a 
Surgeon from the Hospital and two officers, called and 
presented an order of the Board of "War, which author- 
ized them to look for a house, which would be suitable 
for the accommodation of sick soldiers. They believed 
that our "gemeinhaus" would answer the purpose, but 
this Sister Neisser opposed. 

March 29. Philip Bothrock gave me information 
with regard to several political occurrences and the 
discovery of a plot against this town by the Tories. 
Christopher Ludwig, the Baker General of the Army, 
is in town. 

April 4. I visited John Rothroek, who I found sick, 
so his father daily attends to the printing of Continental 
bills. 
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April 9. Virginia troops arrived at camp here. 

April 10. Gen. Charles Lee arrived here yesterday 
on parole. 

April 14. Four hundred Virginia troops arrived 
here on their march to camp. 

April 18. This evening I was visited hy William 
Henry of Lancaster, who brought letters from Bethle- 
hem and a commission for Paymaster Gibson. 

April 22. Fast and Prayer Day. William Henry 
visited me early this morning and reported that it had 
been proposed to use our "gemeinhaus" for the draw- 
ing of the State Lottery ; that he declared the building 
unsuitable and the intention was abandoned. The same 
was proposed as to the Lutheran and Reformed 
churches, but on opposition abandoned. The Court 
House and adjoining buildings were finally selected. 
Henry has been appointed Armourer of the State. 

April 24. To-day Lord North's speech of February 
19th, before the House of Commons, with addition of 
Notes by the Committee of Congress, and the drafts of 
two bills pertaining to American affairs, appeared in 
Hall and Seller's Gazette, published in this town. 

April 27. Mr. Cist informed me that on March 15th, 
France had declared war against England. 

April 30. To-day quite a number of Southern troops 
marched through the town to reinforce Gen. Washing- 
ton. 

May 1. Adam Orth and Christopher Kucher arrived 
from Lebanon with a letter from Rev. P. C. Bader 
to the Board of War, requesting that measures be taken 
for his relief, since Major Watkins had converted the 
"Gemeinhaus" into a Powder Magazine on April 29th. 
I advised them to draw up their petition in the form 
of a memorial in the name of their congregation and 
to call and see me in the morning. [Bader 's letter 
states: ''You will pardon the liberty I take in ad- 
dressing you in regard to the present position of myself 
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and family. Without doubt you have heard, that for 
over half a year, my parsonage has been filled with 
Hessian prisoners, to the great inconvenience of my 
family. I was also prevented from attending to the 
duties of my office in my congregation. Yesterday 
afternoon (April 29th) Major Watkins came to my 
house with five men and a wagon load of powder, broke 
open my door with force and put the powder in my 
room. To-day he came again, and advised me to leave 
the house, as he intended to fill it with powder. You 
can easily understand, gentlemen, that this causes my 
family and myself great uneasiness. Where can I go ? 
I have no other house or my congregation either. Shall 
I leave the people who are entrusted to my care? The 
injustice of it appeals to Heaven! My house looks 
more like a ruin than a well regulated "Pfarrhaus;" 
the damage arising from the Hessians being so long 
here, has not been repaired. I cannot remain in my 
house for fear of my life. My sorrow bears me down 
concerning my congregation. Can you not, gentlemen, 
feel compassion for me and my congregation, and free 
us from the burden under which we rest? I often pray 
that our present situation may soon come to an end." 

Bader has recorded the following incident under date 
of February 4, 1778: "To-day a rifleman and a cor- 
poral from Ansbach visited me. They related that Gen. 
Howe had recently written a letter to Gen. Washington, 
containing merely a transcript of the Seventh Chapter 
of the Prophet Ezekiel, and that Washington had re- 
plied by an epistle embodying the fourth chapter of 
the Book of Baruch."] 

May 2. I accompanied the brethren from Lebanon 
to Mr. Morris, by whom the petition was prepared in 
the form of a memorial to the Board of War. In the 
afternoon it was handed to Gen. Gates, who is president. 
Mr. Silas Deane, who has just arrived after a passage 
of thirty-two days from France, called on me. He has 
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news for Congress concerning the treaties made "with 
the French Government, which are to be ratified by 
Congress. Henry Miller arrived this evening from 
Bethlehem. He handed me letters from Fries, Matthew 
Weiss and my brother Augustine, who writes in detail 
of the terrible condition of affairs in the vicinity of 
Philadelphia. 

May 4. Orth and Kucher to-day received a reply 
to their memorial, to the effect, that pastor Bader 
should by all means remain and that the powder should 
be replaced by other stores. 

May 5. I learned from Mr. Young, clerk to the 
Board of War, that the articles of alliance between 
France and the United States had yesterday been rati- 
fied by Congress. A supplement of the Gazette, gives 
an account of the important news, concerning the rela- 
tions between France and the United States, as brought 
by Silas Deane, and also the most important articles 
of the Alliance. 

May 6. I was visited by Eanke, who asked my advice 
as to what he should do now that he was required to 
take another oath of allegiance. I replied, what his 
conscience told him and what the condition of the times 
would warrant. In the evening the entire city, as the 
capital of the American States, expressed its joy at the 
Alliance concluded between the States and Louis XVI 
of France, by illuminations. 

May 7. I visited the family of Fishel's Senr., who 
are on pleasant terms with the member of Congress 
who lodges with them. 

May 11. John Ettwein and H. Klein arrived here 
from Bethlehem, for the purpose of negotiating with 
Congress concerning the Test Act. He expects to pre- 
sent to that body a petition asking that a portion of 
the Articles of the Act be made less stringent. Ettwein 
visited the President of Congress, Henry Laurens, Esq. 

May 15. Orth and Kucher from Lebanon, arrived 
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and again presented a memorial to the Board of War, 
to the effect that the order given on May 4, had not 
been obeyed. They were given the following order : 

"Major Watkins is directed to permit Mr. Bader to 
remain until Col. Flowers examines' into the matter. 
The Board does not wish to distress any person. There- 
fore it is presumed the officers at Lebanon will conduct 
themselves so as to make everything as convenient as 
possible for the inhabitants, still keeping in view that 
private advantage must yield to the public service. 
By order of 

Bichard Peters 
War Office, May 15, 1778. 

Mr. Beeves, a gentleman who fled from Philadelphia 
with his large family, to-day moved into a part of 
Beroth's house. 

May 16. Ettwein received a friendly letter from 
Henry Laurens, President of Congress, and has deter- 
mined to set out for home to-morrow. 

[Of his visit to Yorktown and his interview with 
members of Congress, Ettwein has left the following 
record : 

May 11. I came to Yorktown. The appeal to the 
people by Congress, and the ratified treaty with France, 
were the topics of discussion everywhere. I called on 
President Laurens, told him of my errand, showed him 
the memorials and begged him to correct the one for 
Congress. He said it was unnecessary, that I should 
hand in both as they were; that it was our duty to make 
representations, whether with or without results. He 
promised to speak with some members of Congress 
about the matter, and named those I should interview 
privately. On May 12, I called on six members, and 
only McKean, Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, was un- 
friendly, and said that he would vote against our memo- 
rial. Gouveneur Morris brought our memorial before 
Congress and spoke strongly in its favor; so did several 
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others. Mr. Duane remarked: "I believe the Mora- 
vians are good subjects, but they "will have nothing to 
do with putting down old governments and setting up 
new ones." He then asked me whether this was not 
so, to which I replied "Yes." He then offered to get 
our Church a tract of land five or six miles square, 
within forty miles of Boston, with an Act of the State 
similar to the Act of Parliament of 1749, if we would 
make a settlement there. I thanked him, but said that 
this was not the time to think of such a proposition. 
The Eastern States demand the test of abjuration, only 
from such as hold public office. President Laurens 
said: "Should the Moravians be expelled, I shall let 
everything lie and go with them." A committee was 
appointed to consider the memorial. Mr. Laurens on 
the 14th, showed me the committee's report in confi- 
dence. Its tenor was that we were yet to enjoy all our 
privileges, but that Congress could not make any special 
recommendation to the Assembly. Mr. Laurens told 
me that he was not satisfied with the report; blamed 
McKean for it, and said it should be recommitted. 
After waiting a few days, I received in calling on the 
President the following letter: 

Yorktown, Saturday, 16th May, 1778 
Eeverend Sir 

Congress has been so closely engaged in affairs of 
great importance, requiring immediate attention, as to 
exclude hitherto the consideration of your memorial, 
nor do I believe there will be any opening for bringing 
it forward even on Monday next, although as I judge 
from private conversation there are many gentlemen 
heartily disposed to grant your requests, the whole 
house may be so for aught I know. As you have waited 
so many days without effect, you will probably save 
time by proceeding in your intended application to the 
State Assembly at Lancaster. 
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Be assured, sir, I will lay your papers before Con- 
gress at the first opportunity for taking them into con- 
sideration, and as speedily as the case will admit of, 
you shall be informed at Lancaster or Bethlehem of 
such determination as shall be had thereon. 

From an opinion that the granting your requests will 
be equally consistent with sound policy and Christian 
charity, I cannot do less than wish very earnestly that 
you may be dismissed from Lancaster with an answer 
which will give joy and satisfaction to the Brethren 
and eventually produce much benefit to these United 
States. 

I am Eev'd sir with great affection and respect, your 
friend and humble servant, 

Henry Laurens. 
As he gave me permission by word of mouth to make 
use of his note, I understood his object, and thanked 
him' for his friendly treatment, and prepared for my 
journey to Lancaster." 

May 18. Counterfeiters of Congress gold currency 
were brought here for trial. 

May 20. Henry Miller translated the address of 
Congress to the States into German, in order that it 
may be read to the congregation, as ordered by Con- 
gress. 

May 22. A battalion of artillery from North Caro- 
lina arrived here, and continued their march for Gen. 
Washington's army. 

May 24. At the close of the morning service I read 
the address of Congress, in German, to the congrega- 
tion. 

May 27. A man was hung to-day in the presence of 
a large crowd of people. School children who had wit- 
nessed it from a distance, were warned to shun all evil 
doing. In the Lancaster paper we read that the petition 
of the Brethren of Bethlehem to the Assembly, had not 
been granted. 
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May 28. Michael Hillegas, Treasurer of the United 
States, called to see me, and we had a pleasant dis- 
course on the fundamental truths of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

May 29. The city was filled with great joy at the 
report that the British had evacuated Philadelphia. 

June 1. Mr. Snowden and Olaypoole made me a visit 
and told me they would set out for Philadelphia as soon 
as reliable information was received that the city was 
evacuated. 

June 2. I wrote to my brother Augustine, and gave 
the letter in charge of Mr. Claypoole, who told me of 
the sad fate of his son in the army. 

June 3. We opened a slaughter house for the con- 
venience of the troops stationed here, having been com- 
pelled to do so, or our "gemeinhaus" would have been 
used. Mr. Cist during his visit to-day, reported that 
some Tories had called upon Gen. "Washington to seek 
for pardon and that he had sent them to the Council. 

June 12. I was invited to attend the funeral of Mr. 
Philip Livingston, a Delegate to Congress from the 
State of New York, with the other clergymen stationed 
here. Mr. Duffield, the Presbyterian Chaplain of Con- 
gress delivered an address at the grave. After the 
service I became acquainted with Rev. William Rogers, 
Chaplain of the Continental Army, who had letters for 
me. 

June 13. Chaplain Rogers, who is a Baptist, and in- 
timately acquainted with C. L. Reussmeyer, visited me 
and was shown through our meeting-hall. 

June 15. I received a letter from Matthew Hehl, 
containing the news that the "gemeinhauss" in Leb- 
anon had been cleared of the war materials at last. 

June 16. I was requested to conduct the funeral ser- 
vices of the wife of a soldier, at the house of Sr. Hoen- 
risen. I made an English address at the grave, taking 
as my text the words of Paul in II Cor. v 15. Visited 
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Eiehls and Mr. Morris' — at the latter 's house John 
Rays F. R. S. delivered a physico-theological discourse. 

June 17. A portion of Col. Hartley's battalion left 
town for General Washington's camp, having in charge 
a number of English prisoners. 

June 18. John Hancock, elected a member of Con- 
gress from Massachusetts Bay, arrived to-day. 

Early to-day we heard that the British had evacuated 
Philadelphia, and that they had given vent to their 
rage and malevolence, by cruelly treating the Amer- 
ican prisoners. The daily text I Cor. x.13. came to us 
with special power, considering the event which has 
happened in Philadelphia, and the deliverance of this 
State from the yoke of the British King. 

June 19. Mr. Snowden brought us the good news 
that the British had left Philadelphia. Nicholas Gar- 
rison, from Beading, on business with the Board of 
War, also confirmed the news. 

June 23. Families who had fled from Philadelphia, 
to-day began to return. 

June 24. The remainder of Col. Hartley's battalion 
is to leave to-morrow; the militia guard, to which sev- 
eral of our brethren are attached, has been ordered 
out. William Lanius and Christian Heckedorn are at 
their posts again. 

June 25. The remainder of Col. Hartley's battalion 
began its march to the main army. Major Young, a 
clerk of the Board of War, with whom I had become 
acquainted, left to-day for Philadelphia. He had lodged 
at the house of Gump. 

June 26. Mr. Billmeyer told me that Mr. Richard 
Hudson, a delegate to Congress from North Carolina, 
intends to return to Philadelphia by the way of Bethle- 
hem, and will take letters for my friends. I at once 
wrote to both places. 

June 27. A number of Congressmen left for Phila- 

Vol. XLIV.— 21 
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delphia, in order to take part in anniversary celebra- 
tion of the Declaration of Independence in that city. 

June 28. More members of Congress and many per- 
sons who had within the past year fled from Philadel- 
phia, left today for that city. 

June 29. Mr. Claypoole, left for Philadelphia in 
charge of the Dunlap printing establishment. 

Refugees fleeing from the border where the Tories 
and Indians are committing depredations, passed 
through our town on the way to Maryland. We heard 
of a conflict between our soldiers and the British which 
took place a few days ago. I wrote to my brother 
Augustine and handed the letter to "William Lanius to 
deliver since he is to form part of the guard which is 
to escort Congress to Philadelphia. More people who 
fled to this town and vicinity continue to return to their 
homes. 

June 30. William Lanius left for Philadelphia. 

July 1. The text for this day Psalms LXVI, 8, in- 
cited us to praise God, when we considered all his good- 
ness in the latter half of this year of trouble ; in hearing 
our prayers, that we see Philadelphia once more freed 
of the British. 

July 4. The anniversary of the Declaration of In- 
dependence was celebrated here in a very joyful man- 
ner. 

July 7. The troops which arrived here yesterday on 
their way to Pittsburgh, and encamped over night, con- 
tinued their march to-day after drawing rations. 

July 12. To-day we heard that a French fleet had 
arrived at the mouth of the Delaware and would pro- 
ceed to New York. 

July 19. To-day we offered up prayers for the needy 
fugitives from the border, many of whom have passed 
through our town during the past week, and were in- 
deed objects of pity. 

July 20. Christian Heckedorn with others of his 
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company, start for Philadelphia tomorrow, as a guard 
to protect the Continental wagons of Treasurer Michael 
Hillegas. 

July 21. A traitor by the name of Le Feber, a 
Mennonite, was arrested on the accusation of a British 
deserter, that he had persuaded 40 men of Gen. Howe's 
army to join the Tories and Indians to plunder the 
people living on the borders. 

July 29. Yesterday and today Quarter Sessions 
Court was held, and several members of the congrega- 
tion served as jurymen. 

August 18. Today a portion of the militia of York 
township, in whose ranks are Henry Hoff , as substitute 
for Michael Fichols, and Keller left for the border 
lands, where they are to protect the inhabitants from 
the violence of the Indians and Tories. 

October 2. During the past few days, many British 
prisoners marched through our town, on their way from 
Virginia to General Clinton's army to be exchanged. 

October 15. Henry Hoff returned today in good 
health from Standing Stone, but his appearance was 
rather a wild one. 

December 16. Tonight a part of the Convention 
troops arrived here from New England on their way 
to Virginia. 

December 22. The Convention troops which arrived 
here on the 16th and 19th inst. left for the South. 

December 24. Numbers of Convention troops are de- 
serting on account of their being badly treated by their 
officers. Some of them attended our services and were 
attentive and earnest. 

1782 

January 8. For the past two days the prisoners of 
Lord Cornwallis' army have been passing through our 
town. 

February 4. Upwards of 1500 prisoners belonging 
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to Cornwallis' army, under guard from Maryland, 
passed through our town to the camp located in Hellam 
township. 

July 31. Today an infamous plot of the British 
prisoners was discovered, in which they determined to 
burn Yorktown and Lancaster in one night. 

August 1. We had a very disturbed night owing to 
a set of rascals who swarmed around our house, intent 
on doing evil deeds. These wicked persons are becom- 
ing very offensive. The British officers who are here 
as prisoners, and their servants, spread their demoral- 
izing principles, and they affect the young people like 
a pestilence walking abroad. 

August 8. A letter received from Bethlehem states : 
Last Thursday (July 25) we had an unexpected visitor 
in Gen. Washington. We showed him all possible re- 
spect. He appeared to be so natural and social, that 
I scarcely know whether he or we had the more enjoy- 
ment and pleasure. Ettwein next day accompanied him 
to our town Hope, in the Jerseys, where he dined. 

October 14. I visited Mr. Morris, who can scarcely 
find words to express his indignation at the insolence 
of the British officers. He said that the people, and 
even those of Tory feelings, who have taken them as 
boarders or lodgers can scarcely bear it. 

October 22. Mr. Deutch, the Lutheran school-master 
complained to me of the conduct of the British officers 
here. 

November 13. We heard that at Crice Creek, Col. 
Morgan who was assaulted by British deserters, who 
had entered the Continental army, had died of his in- 
juries. 

December 29. More Cornwallis prisoners arrived, 
escorted by Continental Dragoons. Owing to the bad 
condition of the barracks, the Dragoons were quartered 
in the houses of our citizens, which created much in- 
convenience. Some of my members furnished quarters 
for a number. 



